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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



L Basis of the report 



Intemational application No. 
PCT/AU2003/000048 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* ' 

fx] the international application as originally filed. 
I I the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 

□ 

the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (togeflier with any statement) under Article 1 9, 
pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 

□ 

the drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 
I I sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages ^ filed with the demand 

pages 5 received on with the letter Of 

^* ^."^ '^''Suage, all the elements marked above were available or fianished to this Authority in the lammaee iii 

vjich the mtemational appHcation was filed; unless otherwise indicated mider this item. ^"^^"^ ^ ^^g^ «i 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the foUowing language which is: 
[_J the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
Q the language of pubHcation of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

' ^id/^S). ""^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^hed for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 

^' "^meZlS^^ nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the intemational 
prehmmaryexammation was carried out on the basis ofthe sequence listing: 
I I ^o^tai^ed in the intemational application in written form. 

Q filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

rn f™^ished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I ^shed subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statem^t that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
mtemational appUcation as filed has been furnished. tuc uxsciosure m me 

^ b^n SJShed*^^* information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence Ksting has 

J. Q The amendments have resulted m the cancellation of: 
I I the description, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 
I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

go beyond the disclosure as filed, as mdicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

r«.«v«^ Office in response to an in^Uation under Article 14 are referred to in this ' 
reportas originally filed ^nd are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 J 6 and 70 J 7), 
'^''y^^P^^^^'^^^heet containing such amendments must he referred to under item I andannexedto this report 
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I^^reIU^ATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 


International application No. 




PCT/AU2003/000048 


V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and e:qilanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 


* 


Novelty (N) Qaims 


YES 


Claims 1-42 


ivrn 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 


YES 


Claims 1-42 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1^2 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 




US 4956304 A (COCKRUM et al.) 1 1 September 1990— Whole document 
US 5936268 A (COCKRUM et al.) 10 August 1999— Whole document 

Patent Abstracts of Japan, JP 9-232603 A (NEC CORP) 5 September 1997— Abstract; drawing 



The claims do not appear to be novel and consequently not to involve an inventive step in light of US 4956304. 
(Claims 15-38 and 40-42 similarly do not appear to be novel and consequently not to involve an inventive step 
m h^t of US 5936268.) US 4956304 solves the same problem (see column 1, lines 13-57) as the present 
specification m the same way (see column 1, line 61-column 2, line 37) as the present specification-passivation 
layer is formed, wmdows are formed in the passivation layer, n-p junctions are formed by subjecting the body to 
an etchmg process (column 4. line 58-column 5, line 2), and finally ohmic contacts are formed. Essentially the 
windows m the passivation layer form a mask for making the n-p junctions. This will inherently lead to Uie 
benefits described m the present specification. Therefore the claims do not appear to be novel and consequently 
not to mvolve an inventive step in light of US 4956304. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



latemational application No. 
PCT/AU2003/000048 



Vm. Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on fhe clarity of the claims, description, and drawmgs or on tiie question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

1 . Claim 1 is not clear because it does not define any interrelationship between the window in the passivation 
layer and the n-p junctions. According to tiie description, the n-p junction regions are delineated by the windows in 
the passivation layer, but the claim is silent about this feature. 
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